
The Ankeny Alumni Association is pleased to announce Paul Rhoads as the 2014 Hall of Honor recipient.  Paul 
graduated from Ankeny High School in 1985 and has been the Iowa State Head Football Coach since 2009. 

Coach Rhoads was born in Nevada, IA before moving to Ankeny with his family.  In high school, he was successful in 
the classroom and in activities, serving as a team captain of the football team and graduating as a class valedictorian. 
While in college at Missouri Western where he earned a degree in economics, he was a three-time letter winner as a 
defensive back and the recipient of the Chris Faros Scholarship, which honors the football team’s top senior student-
athlete. Rhoads added a master’s degree in education from Utah State in 1991.  
 
Rhoads’ coaching career developed from the position of a graduate assistant at Utah State and Ohio State, to 
assistant coach and pass game coordinator at Pacific, to an assistant coach at Iowa State, before becoming 
defensive coordinator at Pittsburgh and then at Auburn.  In 2009, Rhoads became the head football coach at Iowa 
State University. 

The Ankeny High School seniors who chose Rhoads as the 2014 Hall of Honor recipient cited his success as a high school 

student and as a student-athlete, and his support of civic groups including ones that assist those dealing with Alzheimer’s 

and their caregivers.  In honor of his mother, Coach Rhoads hosts an annual “Ride to Remember” fundraising motorcycle 

ride that has grown each year to 500 participants and has raised over the years of the event a total of $500,000 for the 

Alzheimer’s Association of Greater Iowa.  

The AHS seniors who formed the award selection committee appreciated Coach Rhoads’ energy and passion for football 

and for the program and student-athletes with whom he works; they particularly liked Coach Rhoads’ approach to coaching, 

described in the award nomination as that of a “Coach-Teacher” working to educate and support not just athletes, but 

Student-Athletes.”  The selection committee liked in particular that Coach Rhoads often thanks Iowa State student fans and 

the Iowa State marching band for their support of the football team; when the Cyclones won the Insight Bowl in 2009, Coach 

Rhoads and the Athletics Department decided to provide $125,000 of the bowl proceeds to the ISU marching band for the 

purchase of new uniforms.  The award selection committee agreed that this sort of class -- being quick to recognize and 

thank student fans and groups, working to educate and truly support as well as coach college student-athletes -- make Paul 

Rhoads a role model and outstanding Ankeny alumnus.    

Congratulations to the 2014 Ankeny Alumni Association Hall of Honor recipient, Paul Rhoads. 

 


